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while following such guides. The requisition was
announced by Monsieur the procurator-general; the
decree which we are about to report will show what
was demanded. The matter came to judgment; it
is not certain whether the votes of the councilors-in-
ordinary were entirely unanimous, but it is certain
that besides this number there was one ballot favor-
able to the Jesuits; it was that of Monsieur de
Chatillon, lieutenant-colonel of the regiment of
Angoumois. In this capacity he had the right to be
present at and vote in the council. This worthy old
man did not fear to declare himself for those to
whom so little protection then remained.

The decree was declared on the gth of July. It
was said that the Institute of the Jesuits was hostile
to the royal authority, the rights of the bishops, and
the public peace and safety; and that the vows
uttered according to this institute were null. It was
prohibited to these Jesuits, hitherto thus styled, to
take that name hereafter, or to wear their customary
garb, orders being given them to assume that of
secular ecclesiastics. Excepting their books and
some wearing apparel which was allowed to them,
all their property, real and personal, was to be
seized and sold at auction. It was ordained that the
chapel ornaments and the sacred vessels of New
Orleans should be delivered up to the Reverend
Capuchin Fathers; that the chapel ornaments and
sacred vessels of the Jesuits living in the country of
the Illinois should be delivered up to the Royal
procurator for that country, and that the chapels
should then be demolished; and that, finally, the
aforesaid Jesuits, so-called, should return to France,
embarking upon the first ships ready to depart,—



